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Brussels, 14 September 2016 

Re: Killing of Honduran lawyers  

 

Your Excellency, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE), which, through 

the national Bars and Law Societies of the Member States of the European Union and the European 

Economic Area, represents more than 1 million European lawyers. In addition to membership from EU 

bars, it also has observer representatives from a further thirteen European countriesô bars. The CCBE 

places great emphasis on respect for human rights and the rule of law, and is particularly concerned 

with the situation of human rights defenders around the world.    

The CCBE writes to express its shock over the killings of several Honduran lawyers, most recently the 

murders of Mr. Kevin Ferrera, Mr. Fredy Mendoza, Mr. Carlos Alberto Mejia Lopez, and Mrs. Miriam 

Mercedes Izaguirre del Cid. Since January 2016, nine lawyers have been murdered in Honduras.  

We understand that, on 9 August 2016, three Honduran lawyers were killed. Carlos Mejia was found 

dead in the bathroom of his home, Kevin Ferrera was shot dead in his truck in Los Laureles, and Fredy 

Mendozaôs body was found handcuffed in the backseat of a vehicle. 11 days later, Mrs. Miriam Mercedes 

Izaguirre del Cid was shot dead while she was with one of her clients, Douglas Geovany Barahona 

Figueroa, who was also killed.  

The CCBE would like to respectfully remind Your Excellency that 109 lawyers have been killed in 

Honduras since 26 February 2010.  

In this context, the CCBE again wishes to draw to your attention the Principle of the United Nations 

Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers (attached), in particular Principles 16, 17, 18 on Guarantees for 

the functioning of lawyers.  

In view of the above, the CCBE condemns in the strongest terms the murders of Mr. Kevin 
Ferrera, Mr. Fredy Mendoza, Mr. Carlos Alberto Mejia Lopez, and Mrs. Miriam Mercedes Izaguirre 
del Cid. The CCBE respectfully urges your Excellency to launch a full and impartial investigation 
into their killings with a view to bringing those responsible to justice in accordance with 
international standards. In addition, the CCBE asks you to guarantee in all circumstances that 
all lawyers in Honduras are entitled to freedom of expression, and able to carry out their 
legitimate activities without fear of reprisal, hindrance, intimidation, or harassment.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Michel Benichou 
President  
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ANNEX 

Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers 

Adopted by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment 
of Offenders, Havana, Cuba, 27 August to 7 September 1990 

 
Whereas in the Charter of the United Nations the peoples of the world affirm, inter alia, their 
determination to establish conditions under which justice can be maintained, and proclaim as one of 
their purposes the achievement of international cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,  

Whereas the Universal Declaration of Human Rights enshrines the principles of equality before the law, 
the presumption of innocence, the right to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial 
tribunal, and all the guarantees necessary for the defence of everyone charged with a penal offence,  

Whereas the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights proclaims, in addition, the right to be 
tried without undue delay and the right to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and 
impartial tribunal established by law,  

Whereas the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights recalls the obligation of 
States under the Charter to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and 
freedoms,  

Whereas the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or 
Imprisonment provides that a detained person shall be entitled to have the assistance of, and to 
communicate and consult with, legal counsel,  

Whereas the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners recommend, in particular, that 
legal assistance and confidential communication with counsel should be ensured to untried prisoners,  

Whereas the Safe guards guaranteeing protection of those facing the death penalty reaffirm the right of 
everyone suspected or charged with a crime for which capital punishment may be imposed to adequate 
legal assistance at all stages of the proceedings, in accordance with article 14 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,  

Whereas the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power 
recommends measures to be taken at the international and national levels to improve access to justice 
and fair treatment, restitution, compensation and assistance for victims of crime,  

Whereas adequate protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms to which all persons are 
entitled, be they economic, social and cultural, or civil and political, requires that all persons have 
effective access to legal services provided by an independent legal profession,  

Whereas professional associations of lawyers have a vital role to play in upholding professional 
standards and ethics, protecting their members from persecution and improper restrictions and 
infringements, providing legal services to all in need of them, and cooperating with governmental and 
other institutions in furthering the ends of justice and public interest, The Basic Principles on the Role of 
Lawyers, set forth below, which have been formulated to assist Member States in their task of promoting 
and ensuring the proper role of lawyers, should be respected and taken into account by Governments 
within the framework of their national legislation and practice and should be brought to the attention of 
lawyers as well as other persons, such as judges, prosecutors, members of the executive and the 
legislature, and the public in general. These principles shall also apply, as appropriate, to persons who 
exercise the functions of lawyers without having the formal status of lawyers.  


