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EDITORIAL- 2016: THE YEAR OF ALL DANGERS?
Never, since the start of European integration, have crises
built up to such extent, with nobody is warding off the
danger of a disintegration of the European Union. Since
2008, Europe has successively experienced a financial
crisis, followed by an economic crisis, the crisis of the
Eurozone, the mass influx of migrants and refugees,
and the explosive rise of terrorism on
European soil. Meanwhile, new tensions
exist in the East.

We, European lawyers, need, in this time of crisis,
uncertainty and doubts, to reaffirm our conviction that
there can be no democratic society without respect for
individual and collective freedoms, without constant
affirmation of the rule of law and thus without an increased
role, at a time when all citizens are calling for security, of
lawyers in their defence of the rights and
freedoms of each individual.

Some states have responded immediately
through security laws to the detriment
of individual and collective rights and
freedoms. Fear among the people is
feeding with authoritarian reaction.
People are tempted by extreme solutions.

Lawyers must defend them all as there is
no society without Justice; and there is no
Justice without lawyers.
2016 is therefore a year of dangers but it
will undoubtedly be, for lawyers, a year of
watchfulness and struggles.

The European project, based on peace,
tolerance, freedom, openness to the
world and the rule of law, is no longer
praised.

Michel BENICHOU
CCBE President
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CCBE CONFERENCE: INNOVATION AND FUTURE OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION
For the first time, the CCBE is organising a major one-day conference on the future of legal services in Paris on the 21st of
October 2016. The title of this conference is “Innovation and Future of the legal profession”. There will be four items on
the programme of the conference which will be discussed in the form of round tables: the Future of Justice, the Future
of Legal services, the Future of Law firms and the Future of Bars and law societies.
More details about this conference will follow in the coming months. For further information please contact Madeleine
Kelleher (kelleher@ccbe.eu).

CCBE INITIATIVES IN SUPPORT OF CHINESE LAWYERS
The CCBE continues its initiatives
in support of Chinese lawyers. In
January, the CCBE co-signed a global
petition initiated by the China Human
Rights Lawyers Concern Group and
Taiwan Support China Human Rights
Lawyers Network, six months after
the July crackdown against human
rights lawyers and defenders last

year. The statement calls on the
Chinese government to respect due
process and uphold the rule of law,
and to release 36 illegally detained
human rights lawyers and defenders.
The petition was co-signed by 106
organisations worldwide.

CCBE President Michel Benichou
also co-signed a letter initiated by
the organisation ACAT calling for
the release of the detained Chinese
lawyers. The letter has been signed
by 20 prominent lawyers and high
level personalities from the legal
community. The letter has had a large
amount of media coverage.

DAY OF THE ENDANGERED LAWYER
On 22 January, the CCBE supported the European
Democratic Lawyers (EDL), the European Association of
Lawyers for Democracy and Human Rights (ELDH) and
the Foundation of the Day of the Endangered Lawyer
with their initiative Day of the Endangered Lawyer. Every
year, this organisation chooses one country that it feels
has been particularly extreme in its treatment of lawyers.
This year the country chosen is Honduras, given that since
2010, over 90 lawyers have died in violent circumstances.
To this effect, the CCBE participated in a demonstration
outside the Honduran Embassy in Brussels, and was part
of the delegation which entered into the embassy and
handed a petition to the Honduran authorities.
More information of the Day of the Endangered Lawyer
can be found on their website.

Demonstration outside the Honduran Embassy in Brussels

EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
On 1 January 2016, some changes
to the conditions for applying to
the European Court of Human
Rights entered into force. A new
application form is henceforth
required. Failure to comply with the

formal requirements for applying
to the Court, as laid down in Rule
47 of the Rules of Court, will result
in the application being rejected.
The new application form, together
with further information to assist
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applicants in lodging an application is
available on the Court’s website here:
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/
home.aspx?p=applicants&c

EUROPEAN LAWYERS FOUNDATION
One year and three months ago…the European Lawyers
Foundation (ELF) was established in The Hague,
Netherlands with the objective of implementing addedvalue projects that create services for European lawyers
and on issues related to justice policies in Europe. Since
then, ELF has proposed and implemented a number
of projects. Some are now ended, others are being
implemented, and future ones will arrive. Among
the projects under current implementation, ELF is
in charge of two EU-funded projects in the field of
criminal law, in both of which are in partnership with
the CCBE. Firstly, the TRAINAC project, whose aim
is to achieve a comprehensive analysis of the
implementation at a national level of the three
minimum safeguards directives – Directive
2010/64 on the right to interpretation and
translation, Directive 2012/13 on the right
to information, and Directive 2013/48 on
the right of access to a lawyer. Secondly,
the EAW-Rights project, which aims to
contribute to the correct and consistent
implementation of the European Arrest
Warrant.

ELF’s work extends to other fields, too, such as e-Justice
(where ELF manages the EU-funded Find-A-Lawyer 3
project, again in partnership with the CCBE, to reinforce
the existing Find-A-Lawyer database and the Find-ALawyer 2 tool for verifying lawyers’ electronic identity in
cross-border procedures).
ELF also assists national Bars in dealing with
initiatives on training: for instance, ELF and the
Bars from 5 Member States have applied for EU
funding to deliver seminars in 2016 and 2017on
the EU law related to immigration and asylum.
Updated information on ELF’s projects can be
found at: http://europeanlawyersfoundation.
eu/projects/

Alonso Hernández-Pinzón Garcia,
managing Director

PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE
On 20 January, the European
Parliament approved new EU rules to
ensure that the right to be presumed
innocent until proven guilty in
criminal proceedings is respected.
The new law will apply “at all stages
from the moment when a person
is suspected or accused of having
committed a criminal offence, or an
alleged criminal offence, until the
final determination of the question
whether the person has committed
the offence concerned and that
decision has become definitive”.

These new rules, with the aim of
enhancing the right to a fair trial and
strengthening member states’ trust in
each other’s criminal justice systems,
were strongly supported by the CCBE.
It also appreciated the resolve of the
parliament in staying firm regarding
attempts to give member states the
possibility to reverse the burden of
proof. The burden of proof should
always rest with the prosecution. This
is a key principle of criminal law.

The CCBE was also pleased that the
final text enshrined the absolute
right to silence. The new rules state
that the exercise of the right to
remain silent and of the right not to
incriminate oneself may not be used
against a suspect or accused person
and “shall not be considered as
evidence that the person concerned
has committed the offence which
he or she is suspected or accused of
having committed”.
Further information may be found
here.

WORKSHOP ON LAWYERS’ SPECIALISATION
The local Regional Chamber of Legal Advisers of Katowice in Poland will be holding a Workshop on Lawyers’ Specialisation
on 15 April 2016 in Katowice. Experts from across Europe will participate in this workshop to discuss the pros and cons
of introducing Lawyers’ Specialisation and exchanging experiences.
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PARIS BAR EVENT
On December 10 2015, CCBE Past President Maria Ślązak
represented the CCBE in the seminar organised by the Paris
Bar where she first delivered a speech on the promotion
and celebration of the European Lawyers Day. Ms Ślązak
then took part in the panel on Business and Human Rights,
along with David Rivkin (President of IBA), Linda Klein (VicePresident of ABA), Carlos Lopez (President of the InterAmerican Bar Association) and Stephen Denyer (Head of
City and International Law Society). In her presentation
she informed the audience on the work of CCBE on CSR
issues, including business and human rights, pointing out
that the CCBE set up the CSR committee in 2002, and
continues to issue every other year new guidelines for
lawyers, updating on worldwide improvements in this
field. The main part of the intervention was devoted to
the Guidelines created by the CSR Committee in 2013
and 2014, which – among others – contain advises and
recommendations for bars and lawyers. Ms Ślązak
underlined that lawyers cannot be named and shamed in
connection with bad practices of their clients; the lawyers

CCBE Past President Maria Ślązak in Paris

can be responsible only for their activities and not for bad
behaviour of those, on behalf of whom they act; clients
should have access to lawyers’ advice and representation
even in case of violation by them (clients) human rights;
lawyers are fully independent in performing their services.

SAVE-THE-DATE

On 16 February 2016, the CCBE is
supporting Passerelle Public Affairs in
the organisation of a new EU Justice
Stakeholders Forum titled “The
Future of Justice in the EU: challenges
& opportunities” where relevant
stakeholders and policymakers,
can meet to get to know one
another, discuss key issues and new

challenges, share best practices,
support and inform policymakers
and policymaking. This event will
see speeches and interventions
from many high-level policymakers
including European Commissioner
for Justice Vera Jourova. The CCBE
President Michel Benichou will also
take part in this forum.

On Friday 22 April 2016, CCBE Training
Committee is organising a conference
on “Training of Lawyers- Challenges
and Opportunities”.
For more information about either
of these events, please contact
Madeleine Kelleher, kelleher@ccbe.
eu

UPCOMING EVENTS
3-4/02: CCBE Standing Committee, Vienna
4-6/02: 44th European President’s conference, Vienna
16/02:

EU Justice Stakeholders Forum “The Future of Justice in the EU:
challenges & opportunities”, Brussels
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