CONSOLIDATED VERSION
OF
THE TREATY ON EUROPEAN UNION

Article 2

The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy,
equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons
belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in which
pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between women and
men prevail.

Article 3
(ex Article 2 TEU)
1.

The Union's aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-being of its peoples.

2.
The Union shall offer its citizens an area of freedom, security and justice without
internal frontiers, in which the free movement of persons is ensured in conjunction with
appropriate measures with respect to external border controls, asylum, immigration and the
prevention and combating of crime.
3.
The Union shall establish an internal market. It shall work for the sustainable
development of Europe based on balanced economic growth and price stability, a highly
competitive social market economy, aiming at full employment and social progress, and a
high level of protection and improvement of the quality of the environment. It shall promote
scientific and technological advance.
It shall combat social exclusion and discrimination, and shall promote social justice and
protection, equality between women and men, solidarity between generations and protection
of the rights of the child.
It shall promote economic, social and territorial cohesion, and solidarity among Member
States.
It shall respect its rich cultural and linguistic diversity, and shall ensure that Europe's cultural
heritage is safeguarded and enhanced.
4.
The Union shall establish an economic and monetary union whose currency is the
euro.

5.
In its relations with the wider world, the Union shall uphold and promote its values
and interests and contribute to the protection of its citizens. It shall contribute to peace,
security, the sustainable development of the Earth, solidarity and mutual respect among
peoples, free and fair trade, eradication of poverty and the protection of human rights, in
particular the rights of the child, as well as to the strict observance and the development of
international law, including respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter.

Article 6
(ex Article 6 TEU)
1.
The Union recognises the rights, freedoms and principles set out in the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union of 7 December 2000, as adapted at Strasbourg,
on 12 December 2007, which shall have the same legal value as the Treaties.
The provisions of the Charter shall not extend in any way the competences of the Union as
defined in the Treaties.
The rights, freedoms and principles in the Charter shall be interpreted in accordance with the
general provisions in Title VII of the Charter governing its interpretation and application and
with due regard to the explanations referred to in the Charter, that set out the sources of those
provisions.
2.
The Union shall accede to the European Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. Such accession shall not affect the Union's competences
as defined in the Treaties.
3.
Fundamental rights, as guaranteed by the European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and as they result from the constitutional traditions
common to the Member States, shall constitute general principles of the Union's law.

Article 7
(ex Article 7 TEU)
1.
On a reasoned proposal by one third of the Member States, by the European
Parliament or by the European Commission, the Council, acting by a majority of four fifths of
its members after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament, may determine that there
is a clear risk of a serious breach by a Member State of the values referred to in Article 2.
Before making such a determination, the Council shall hear the Member State in question and
may address recommendations to it, acting in accordance with the same procedure.
The Council shall regularly verify that the grounds on which such a determination was made
continue to apply.
2.
The European Council, acting by unanimity on a proposal by one third of the Member
States or by the Commission and after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament, may

determine the existence of a serious and persistent breach by a Member State of the values
referred to in Article 2, after inviting the Member State in question to submit its observations.
3.
Where a determination under paragraph 2 has been made, the Council, acting by a
qualified majority, may decide to suspend certain of the rights deriving from the application
of the Treaties to the Member State in question, including the voting rights of the
representative of the government of that Member State in the Council. In doing so, the
Council shall take into account the possible consequences of such a suspension on the rights
and obligations of natural and legal persons.
The obligations of the Member State in question under this Treaty shall in any case continue
to be binding on that State.
4.
The Council, acting by a qualified majority, may decide subsequently to vary or
revoke measures taken under paragraph 3 in response to changes in the situation which led to
their being imposed.
5.
The voting arrangements applying to the European Parliament, the European Council
and the Council for the purposes of this Article are laid down in Article 354 of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union.

Article 26
(ex Article 13 TEU)
1.
The European Council shall identify the Union's strategic interests, determine the
objectives of and define general guidelines for the common foreign and security policy,
including for matters with defence implications. It shall adopt the necessary decisions.
If international developments so require, the President of the European Council shall convene
an extraordinary meeting of the European Council in order to define the strategic lines of the
Union's policy in the face of such developments.
2.
The Council shall frame the common foreign and security policy and take the
decisions necessary for defining and implementing it on the basis of the general guidelines
and strategic lines defined by the European Council.
The Council and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy shall ensure the unity, consistency and effectiveness of action by the Union.
3.
The common foreign and security policy shall be put into effect by the High
Representative and by the Member States, using national and Union resources.
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Chapter 3
Judicial cooperation in civil matters

Article 81
(ex Article 65 TEC)
1.
The Union shall develop judicial cooperation in civil matters having cross-border
implications, based on the principle of mutual recognition of judgments and of decisions in
extrajudicial cases. Such cooperation may include the adoption of measures for the
approximation of the laws and regulations of the Member States.
2.
For the purposes of paragraph 1, the European Parliament and the Council, acting in
accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure, shall adopt measures, particularly when
necessary for the proper functioning of the internal market, aimed at ensuring:
(a)

the mutual recognition and enforcement between Member States of judgments and of
decisions in extrajudicial cases;

(b)

the cross-border service of judicial and extrajudicial documents;

(c)

the compatibility of the rules applicable in the Member States concerning conflict of
laws and of jurisdiction;

(d)

cooperation in the taking of evidence;

(e)

effective access to justice;

(f)

the elimination of obstacles to the proper functioning of civil proceedings, if necessary
by promoting the compatibility of the rules on civil procedure applicable in the Member
States;

(g)

the development of alternative methods of dispute settlement;

(h)

support for the training of the judiciary and judicial staff.

3.
Notwithstanding paragraph 2, measures concerning family law with cross-border
implications shall be established by the Council, acting in accordance with a special
legislative procedure. The Council shall act unanimously after consulting the European
Parliament.
The Council, on a proposal from the Commission, may adopt a decision determining those
aspects of family law with cross-border implications which may be the subject of acts adopted
by the ordinary legislative procedure. The Council shall act unanimously after consulting the
European Parliament.
The proposal referred to in the second subparagraph shall be notified to the national
Parliaments. If a national Parliament makes known its opposition within six months of the
date of such notification, the decision shall not be adopted. In the absence of opposition, the
Council may adopt the decision.

CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

TITLE VI
JUSTICE

ARTICLE 47
Right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial
Everyone whose rights and freedoms guaranteed by the law of the Union are violated has the
right to an effective remedy before a tribunal in compliance with the conditions laid down in
this Article.
Everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent
and impartial tribunal previously established by law. Everyone shall have the possibility of
being advised, defended and represented.
Legal aid shall be made available to those who lack sufficient resources in so far as such aid is
necessary to ensure effective access to justice.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
The European Convention on Human Rights
ROME 4 November 1950

ARTICLE 6
1. In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of any criminal charge
against him, everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time
by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law. Judgement shall be
pronounced publicly by the press and public may be excluded from all or part of the
trial in the interest of morals, public order or national security in a democratic society,
where the interests of juveniles or the protection of the private life of the parties so
require, or the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special
circumstances where publicity would prejudice the interests of justice.
2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent until proved
guilty according to law.
3. Everyone charged with a criminal offence has the following minimum rights:
o (a) to be informed promptly, in a language which he understands and in detail,
of the nature and cause of the accusation against him;
o (b) to have adequate time and the facilities for the preparation of his defence;
o (c) to defend himself in person or through legal assistance of his own choosing
or, if he has not sufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it free
when the interests of justice so require;
o (d) to examine or have examined witnesses against him and to obtain the
attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same
conditions as witnesses against him;
o (e) to have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or speak
the language used in court.

