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PRESS RELEASE

JMBF Releases 2025 Report on Crackdown Against Independence of
Lawyers in Bangladesh under the Interim Government

Paris, October 30, 2025: JusticeMakers Bangladesh in France (JMBF), with the technical
support of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE), today released its
groundbreaking report, “JMBF Report 2025: Crackdown Against Independence of Lawyers
in Bangladesh under the Interim Government (August 2024 — September 2025).” To access
and download the full report in PDF format, please visit the following link.

Researched by Mosa Jannatul Ferdaus, Member of the Executive Committee of JMBF, and
edited by Advocate Shahanur Islam, Founder President of JMBF, the report was prepared
through systematic and regular monitoring of Bangladeshi news media, as well as information
received from JMBF’s own network and partners. All reported incidents were verified,
resulting in this comprehensive and evidence-based report.

The report, launched simultaneously in Paris, France, and Brussels, Belgium, documents
alarming patterns of violence, intimidation, and systemic repression against lawyers in
Bangladesh between August 2024 and September 2025, under the current interim government
led by Nobel Laureate Prof. Muhammad Yunus, following the fall of the former Bangladesh
Awami League—led government.

Advocate Shahanur Islam, prominent human rights lawyer and Founder President of JMBF,
stated, “The Yunus-led Interim Governments campaign against Bangladesh's lawyers
constitutes a systematic assault on justice, democracy, and the rule of law. By criminalizing
legal defense through fabricated cases, arbitrary detention, physical violence, and professional
disenfranchisement, the government has undermined citizens’ constitutional rights to a fair
trial and independent representation.”

JMBF Chief Adviser, prominent French human rights activist Robert Simon, stated, “Without
immediate domestic reform and sustained international pressure, the independence of the
Bangladeshi legal profession—and with it, the rule of law—faces an irreversible collapse. We
urge the global legal community, human rights organizations, and democratic governments to
act decisively to protect lawyers, restore judicial independence, and hold perpetrators
accountable.”

Chair of CCBE Human Rights Committee, Lawyer Barbara Porta, underlined that “The
CCBE consistently stands in support of an autonomous, free, and independent legal profession.
When the legal profession is silenced, society itself loses its voice.”

Alarming Evidence of State-Engineered Persecution
Drawing on 268 verified incidents affecting 849 lawyers, the report presents one of the most
comprehensive records of state-sponsored persecution of the legal profession in Bangladesh’s

history. It exposes a coordinated campaign to neutralize pro—Bangladesh Awami League (BAL)
lawyers, silence political dissent, and subjugate the justice system.
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Among its key findings:

Political Targeting as Core Strategy: 88% of incidents (236) and 93% of victims
(795) involved lawyers affiliated with or perceived as supportive of the Awami League.
Political belief was the dominant motive in 187 incidents affecting 730 victims.

Fabricated Charges and Judicial Harassment: 200 incidents (721 victims) involved
false or politically motivated cases—including murder, attempted murder, sabotage,
vandalism, and sedition. Authorities routinely invoked Section 54 of the CrPC, the
Special Powers Act, and the Anti-Terrorism Act to justify arbitrary arrests and
detentions.

Arbitrary Arrests, Detentions, and Torture: 75 incidents (203 victims) involved
imprisonment, often following warrantless arrests or coerced “voluntary surrenders.”
High-profile victims such as Barrister Turin Afroz endured brutal torture, cigarette
burns, and gender-based humiliation in custody.

Physical Attacks and Murders: At least four lawyers were killed, including Advocate
Sujon Mia (Moulvibazar), Advocate Saiful Islam (Chattogram), Advocate Abul Kalam
(Comilla), and Advocate Nayan Sheikh (Bagerhat). JIMBF documented 26 assaults, 7
chamber vandalism cases, and numerous acts of professional sabotage.

Suppression of Bar Associations: BNP—Jamaat-aligned lawyers forcibly occupied 16
bar committees, including the Bangladesh Bar Council and Supreme Court Bar
Association, ousting elected BAL members. In 44 bar association elections, BAL
lawyers were prevented from contesting through intimidation and fabricated charges.

Attacks on Judicial Independence: 46 judges and judicial officers were persecuted
through arrests, forced resignations, or dismissals. Six Appellate Division justices,
including one Chief Justice, were forced to resign, while others faced fabricated
charges—evidence of systematic interference in the judiciary.

Gender-Based  Persecution: Female  lawyers, including Barrister ~ Turin
Afroz and Advocate Umaira Islam, were targeted with gender-based violence and
degrading treatment, revealing a pattern of sexualized political repression.

Nationwide and Strategic in Nature: Dhaka recorded half of all incidents (123) and
over 50% of victims (431), underscoring its political significance. Monthly trends
showed surges in September—October 2024 and again in February—April 2025,
revealing deliberate cycles of “shock crackdowns” to maintain fear and control.

Underlying Structural Challenges

JMBF identifies several institutional and legal failures enabling this repression:

Political Capture of Institutions: Courts, police, and bar associations have been co-
opted by partisan interests, facilitating manipulation of nominations and denial of the
right to practice.
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Legal Tools of Repression: Sweeping powers under Section 54 of the CrPC, the
Special Powers Act (1974), and the Anti-Terrorism Act (2009) have been systematically
abused.

Impunity for Perpetrators: Murders, abductions, and assaults remain uninvestigated,
reinforcing a climate of fear.

Polarization within the Legal Community: Political divisions prevent collective
resistance to state control.

Media Censorship: Self-censorship and intimidation have restricted accurate
reporting of abuses.

Collapse of Oversight: The absence of independent watchdogs enables continued
persecution without accountability.

JMBF Recommendations

To address this crisis, JMBF calls for coordinated national, institutional, and international

action:

To the Interim Government of Bangladesh

End Persecution Immediately: Drop fabricated cases, release detained lawyers, and
reinstate suspended licenses and bar memberships.

Guarantee Judicial and Professional Independence: Uphold constitutional
protections (Articles 31, 94, and 116A) and respect the UN Basic Principles on the Role
of Lawyers.

Independent Investigations: Establish a National Commission of Inquiry, with
international participation, to investigate murders, torture, and arbitrary arrests.

Repeal or Reform Repressive Laws: Amend or repeal Section 54 of the CrPC, the
Special Powers Act, and abusive provisions of the Anti-Terrorism Act.

To the Bangladesh Bar Council and Bar Associations

Ensure Free and Fair Elections: Establish independent oversight of bar elections.

Protection Mechanisms: Create emergency funds, rapid-response legal defense
units, and safe houses for threatened lawyers.

Professional Solidarity: Rebuild cross-party cooperation to protect the legal
profession beyond political lines.

To the International Community
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= Apply Diplomatic Pressure: The UN, EU, Commonwealth, and partner governments
should condemn the crackdown and demand compliance with the ICCPR, UDHR, and
UN Basic Principles.

= Impose Targeted Sanctions: Sanction officials responsible for grave abuses and
monitor politically motivated trials through international trial observation missions.

= Support At-Risk Lawyers: Expand emergency relocation and legal aid programs via
the IBA, OIAD, and CCBE.

Long-Term Structural Reforms

= Judicial Oversight: Establish a permanent independent body to safeguard judicial
independence and monitor the protection of judges & lawyers.

= Human Rights Training: Provide sustained education to law enforcement, judges, and
lawyers on international standards.

= Digital and Physical Security: Equip at-risk lawyers with secure communication
tools, safe transport, and personal protection measures.

About JusticeMakers Bangladesh in France (JMBF)

JusticeMakers Bangladesh in France (JMBF) JMBF is an independent, non-profit, and non-
partisan human rights organization registered in France (Registration No. W931027714) under
the Association Law of 1901. It is dedicated to defending human rights, promoting justice, and
empowering communities in Bangladesh and beyond. The overall objective of JMBF is to
contribute to the defense, promotion, education, protection, and realization of human rights,
including civil and political rights for all individuals, regardless of sex, caste, race, or faith.

About the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE)

The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) represents the Bars and Law
Societies of 46 countries, and through them more than 1 million European lawyers. As the
voice of the European legal profession, it represents its members on all matters of mutual
interest relating to the exercise of the profession of the lawyer, the rule of law and the proper
administration of justice, as well as important developments in the law and jurisprudence, both
at a European and international level, and the European courts.

Press Contacts:

Advocate Mohammad Alamgir

Secretary General

JusticeMakers Bangladesh in France (JMBF)

CNB Premises, 180 Boulevard Haussmann, 75008 Paris, France

Email: info@jmbf.org | Website: www.jmbf.org
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