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The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) represents the Bars and Law Societies
of 46 countries, and through them more than 1 million European lawyers.

With this statement, the Bars and Law Societies of Europe, with a united voice, wish to express
their deep concern with regards to decisions by some Member States’ authorities that aim at
curtailing the right to apply for asylum and the access to legal assistance.

In particular, the CCBE is concerned by the declarations of the Greek Minister for Migration and
Asylum, Mr Thanos Plevris, criticising lawyers for using remedies foreseen by law, such as
application for interim measures to the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)."

The CCBE is equally concerned by the temporary suspension by Greece of the possibility to apply
for asylum for people arriving from North Africa and notes that a similar, worrying measure was
recently enacted in Poland.?

The CCBE notes that the Plenary of the Greek Bars issued the following statements that the
CCBE wishes to support:®

- Theright of access to asylum is provided for and protected by provisions of international and
European Union (EU) law of superior normative force. The right to international protection for
asylum seekers and the avoidance of torture, inhuman and degrading treatment constitute
institutional obligations of states from which they cannot derogate (ECtHR, Khlaifia v. Italy,
16483/12, 15-12-2016, para. 158). The right of every person to seek asylum “must be
recognized regardless of the likelihood of success of their application” (CJEU, C-821/19
Commission v. Hungary, 16-11-2021, para. 136).

TEPT News, “O. MAsUpnc oto EPT News: Kupwoslg yia omotov dev ogBetal tig arodpaoslc tneg MoAtsiag yia
T0 MeTavaoTeuTIKO — ALAXELPLOTIKOG EAeyxog yia MKO”, 20.08.2025, link.

2 Rozporzgdzenie w sprawie czasowego ograniczenia prawa do ztozenia wniosku o udzielenie ochrony
miedzynarodowej, Polish Government website, 27.03.2025, link. See also the reaction by the Polish bar to
this draft law, KIRP, “Komisja Praw Cztowieka Krajowej Rady Radcéw Prawnych wyraza zaniepokojenie
ustawa zawieszajgca prawo do azylu”, link.

3 Statement of the Plenary of the Greek Bars 12 August 2025 on the occasion of the regulation providing for
a three-month suspension of the submission of asylum applications by individuals who enter the country
illegally by any floating means originating from North Africa; Statement of the Plenary of the Greek Bars of
18 Augustregarding Adherence to International and Constitutional Legality as an Imperative for Every Law-
Abiding Democratic State; Statement of the Plenary of the Greek Bars 27 August 2025 following the meeting
of the Delegation of the Plenary of the Presidents of the Bar Associations of Greece with the Minister and
the Deputy Minister of Migration and Asylum.


https://www.ertnews.gr/eidiseis/th-pleyris-sto-ertnews-kyroseis-gia-opoion-den-sevetai-tis-apofaseis-tis-politeias-gia-to-metanasteytiko-diaxeiristikos-elegxos-gia-mko/
https://www.gov.pl/web/premier/rozporzadzenie-w-sprawie-czasowego-ograniczenia-prawa-do-zlozenia-wniosku-o-udzielenie-ochrony-miedzynarodowej
https://kirp.pl/komisja-praw-czlowieka-krajowej-rady-radcow-prawnych-wyraza-zaniepokojenie-ustawa-zawieszajaca-prawo-do-azylu/#:%7E:text=prawo%20do%20azylu-,Komisja%20Praw%20Cz%C5%82owieka%20Krajowej%20Rady%20Radc%C3%B3w%20Prawnych,ustaw%C4%85%20zawieszaj%C4%85c%C4%85%20prawo%20do%20azylu&text=Senat%20przyj%C4%85%C5%82%20ustaw%C4%99%20zawieszaj%C4%85c%C4%85%20prawo,Konstytucj%C4%85%20RP%20oraz%20Konwencj%C4%85%20Genewsk%C4%85

Article 15 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) applies under the strict
conditions provided therein. Any application of it does not exempt the State from its
obligation to comply with other international obligations, while certain rights (the right to life,
the prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment, etc.) cannot be restricted.
Otherwise, the rule of law, the respect of fundamental rights, as well as the state’s obligations
under international law, are put to the test.

Even if there are problems arising from increased migratory flows and there is need for
measures to be taken, such measures, in any case, must comply with international and EU
law and with the principle of proportionality, while appropriate facilities must also be created
to ensure the dignified detention of these individuals.

There are serious concerns regarding the compatibility, under superior-ranking provisions of
international and EU law, of the measure imposing a three-month suspension of the
submission of asylum applications by individuals entering the country irregularly by any
maritime vessel originating from North Africa.

The Greek State currently does not provide free legal assistance to persons subject to
deportation or return, in clear violation of its legal obligations. Access to justice constitutes
an inalienable right, and no individual may be excluded from judicial review. Any attempts to
undermine the right to judicial protection are incompatible with the rule of law and are
particularly unacceptable when they concern matters governed by international treaties
ratified by Greece, which enjoy higher-ranking legal authority.

Lawyers are indispensable in safeguarding every individual’s right of access to justice within
the Greek territory, in upholding the law, and in ensuring legality. Any attempt to target or
intimidate lawyers engaged in immigration and asylum law in the course of exercising their
professional duties and representing their clients should be condemned.

Moreover, against this background, the CCBE:

Stresses that all lawyers, whether working as individuals, for law firms or for NGOs, should
be able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance,
harassment or improper interference, in line with UN Principles.*

The CCBE stands behind European Lawyers in Lesvos (ELIL) of which itis a proud founder and
a shareholder, and all lawyers providing legal assistance and expresses its solidarity with
lawyers assisting asylum seekers in particularly challenging conditions such as on the Greek
islands. It is thanks to those lawyers that access to justice is ensured to all, even the most
deprived and vulnerable.

4 According to the UN basic principles on the role of lawyers: “16. Governments shall ensure that lawyers
(a) are able to perform all of their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, harassment or
improper interference; (b) are able to travel and to consult with their clients freely both within their own
country and abroad; and (c) shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative,
economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance with recognized professional duties,
standards and ethics.”



- Inasociety governed by the rule of law, everyone’s rights need to be protected, and lawyers
must be able to freely and independently protect those rights.

- Recalls that the lack of legal assistance may be an obstacle hindering access to a remedy
and falls within the scope of Article 13 ECHR, particularly where asylum seekers are
concerned, as indicated by the ECtHR in its ruling M.S.S. v Belgium and Greece.®

- The CCBE categorically rejects any insinuation or argument that by using remedies foreseen
by law such as applying for interim measures to the ECtHR, making appeals or acting in front
of courts, lawyers abuse the law.® Lawyers, when representing their clients or assisting the
vulnerable, are and should be independent from the authorities and act as essential actors
of the justice system and allow those who have rights to claim them.

- The CCBE finds it unacceptable that lawyers assisting migrants and refugees in compliance
with the law are under increased pressure and receive threats mostly from far-right.

- The CCBE reiterates that the right to asylum and the principle of non-refoulement are
fundamental rights that cannot be simply suspended and have to be preserved even in
situations of significant pressure on Member States. Member States, also bound by Articles
18, 19 and 47 of the EU Charter, should ensure that asylum seekers are able to exercise in an
effective manner the right to make an application for international protection including at
their borders, as stated by the CJEU.” Measures that envisage returning individuals without
registration to their country of origin or provenance put the right to asylum at risk and create
risks of violation of the principle of non-refoulement.

- Member States must be in full compliance with the ECHR. So far, the ECtHR considers that
the provisions of the EU asylum system clearly embrace the principle of non-refoulement, as
guaranteed by the Geneva Convention, and also applies it to persons who are subjected to
border checks before being admitted to the territory of one of the Member States.®

5 See also CCBE Statement on recent developments and upcoming EU actions in the field of asylum,
21.22.2024, link. The ECtHR considered that the lack of information concerning access to organisations
which offer legal advice and guidance combined with the shortage of lawyers on the list drawn up for the
legal aid system may also be an obstacle hindering access to a remedy and falls within the scope of Article
13 ECHR, particularly where asylum seekers are concerned, link.

8 CCBE statement condemning stigmatisation of and threats to immigration lawyers, 04.04.2025, link.

7 A systemic avoidance of applications for international protection would deprive the Geneva Convention
of its essential effect and impossibility to make an application for international protection at the border
would deprive those persons of the effective enjoyment of their right to seek asylum. See CCBE Statement
on recent developments and upcoming EU actions in the field of asylum, 21.22.2024, link.

8 Those provisions (i) are clearly aimed at providing all asylum seekers with effective access to the proper
procedure by which their claims for international protection may be reviewed and (ii) oblige the State to
ensure that individuals who lodge applications for international protection are allowed to remain in the
State in question until their applications are reviewed. Itis crucial for the consistency of the European legal
system, and for the effectiveness of the rights of those concerned, that the EU does not stray from the
ECtHR’s case law.



https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/MIGRATION/MIG_Statement/EN_MIG_20241121_CCBE-Statement-on-recent-developments-and-upcoming-EU-actions-in-the-field-of-asylum.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre?i=001-103050
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/MIGRATION/MIG_Statement/EN_MIG_20250404_CCBE-statement-condemning-stigmatisation-of-and-threats-to-immigration-lawyers.pdf
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/MIGRATION/MIG_Statement/EN_MIG_20241121_CCBE-Statement-on-recent-developments-and-upcoming-EU-actions-in-the-field-of-asylum.pdf

